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Advanced Search



Improvements to the advanced 
search interface were identified 
during Usability Testing and UX 
analysis of this feature. 

Using a search phrase instead of 
disjointed drop downs. 

Should be obvious to users now 
how this works. Next page shows 
what happens when user clicks 
on the drop downs in the search 
phrase. 

Advanced Search

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Expert Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

Advanced Search

Find Archival Descriptions ▾ in any repository ▾ 
that match all ▾ of these criteria:

Any Fieldin

? Search tipsSearch Need more flexibility? Try Expert Search
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1.4 Advanced Search



When user types a phrase in the 
search field, a new row appears 
below it, this way, the user can 
enter any number of search terms 
in various fields.

The 3 layers show what happens 
when the user selects the drop 
downs in the intro sentence. 

In the repository layer, the user 
should also be able to search so 
that he can jump directly to a 
repository without scrolling 
through the long list (especially 
important on Archives Canada)

Search tips are crucial to be 
linked here to help users 
understand the finer points of 
how they can search. 

Advanced Search

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Expert Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

Advanced Search

Find Archival Descriptions ▾ in any repository ▾ 
that match all ▾ of these criteria:

Name access pointsin

? Search tipsSearch

Archival Descriptions
Images
Sounds
Videos
Texts

any repository
Alberta Community Archives
Bateman Archive
Carr Institute Library
Darius Museum
Carr Institute Library
Darius Museum
Carr Institute Library
Darius Museum

all
any

Sherlock

Any fieldin

and ▾ 

Need more flexibility? Try Expert Search

and ▾ 

and
or
not
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1.4.1 Advanced Search 2



If the user selects a media type 
instead of "Archival Description", 
we assume that he wants to find 
media types with digital objects. 
He can uncheck the checkbox 
though if he does not want this. Advanced Search

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Expert Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

Advanced Search

Find Images ▾ in Alberta Community Archives ▾ 
that match all ▾ of these criteria:

Name access pointsinSherlock

Find only images with associated Digital Object✔

? Search tipsSearch

Any fieldin

and ▾ 

Need more flexibility? Try Expert Search
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1.4.2 Advanced Search 3



One large search field to allow 
users to type complex search 
queries using boolean logic and 
terms. 

Query language support link will 
direct users to a wiki page with 
extensive examples and 
explanations about how to search 
the database.

Expert Search

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Expert Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

Advanced Search

Find Archival Descriptions ▾ in any repository ▾ 
that match the following conditions:

(date:2007 AND Title:"Vancouver") OR actor:Jeremy AND NOT 
actor:hudson

? Query language support

Search
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1.5 Expert Search



Import



The new Administrator User 
Interface for Import includes 
buttons to control import and 
provides a list of past imports and 
their status.

Import data into ArchivesCanada

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

XML CSV Index imported items

Select XML File

? Help

Start Import

File imported: ac-data-33.xml
View imported data

Import finished Jan 21 at 3:21pm

Past Imports

File imported: my-filename.cvs
The file did not validate. Write a useful error message for all cases and 
link to a related help article. No data has been imported.

Import failed Jan 20 at 1:00am

File imported: ac-data-33.xml
View imported data

Import finished Jan 4 at 3:21pm

Next»«Previous

IMPORT STATEMENTS GET REMOVED AFTER 30 DAYS
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20.0 Import



"Publish" step does not appear if 
the global setting is set that all 
imported items should be auto-
published.

"Search Indexing" step does not 
appear if the user selected not to 
index this import in the previous 
step. 

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

Import data into ArchivesCanada ? Help

File imported: ac-data-33.xml
View imported data

Import finished Jan 21 at 3:21pm

Past Imports

File imported: my-filename.cvs
The file did not validate. Write a useful error message for all cases and 
link to a related help article. No data has been imported.

Import failed Jan 20 at 1:00am

File imported: ac-data-33.xml
View imported data

Import finished Jan 4 at 3:21pm

Next»«Previous

Upload file

Parse & validate

Save to database

Search indexing

Publish

Please wait while your file is 
uploading

Import started 5min ago
File: ac-data-33.xml

12 min remaining
10.4 MB of 57.5 MB (277 KB/sec)

Cancel

IMPORT STATEMENTS GET REMOVED AFTER 30 DAYS

Past Imports
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20.1 Import 2



x

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

Import data into ArchivesCanada ? Help

File imported: ac-data-33.xml
View imported data

Import finished Jan 21 at 3:21pm

File imported: my-filename.cvs
The file did not validate. Write a useful error message for all cases and 
link to a related help article. No data has been imported.

Import failed Jan 20 at 1:00am

File imported: ac-data-33.xml
View imported data

Import finished Jan 4 at 3:21pm

Next»«Previous

Import started 5min ago
File: ac-data-33.xml

IMPORT STATEMENTS GET REMOVED AFTER 30 DAYS

Past Imports

Upload file

Parse & validate

Save to database

Search indexing

Publish

We are parsing the file. Once the  
process is complete, you will 
receive an email to <email>.

Cancel
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20.2 Import 4



x

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

Import data into ArchivesCanada ? Help

File imported: ac-data-33.xml
View imported data

Import finished Jan 21 at 3:21pm

File imported: my-filename.cvs
The file did not validate. Write a useful error message for all cases and 
link to a related help article. No data has been imported.

Import failed Jan 20 at 1:00am

File imported: ac-data-33.xml
View imported data

Import finished Jan 4 at 3:21pm

Next»«Previous

Import started 22min ago
File: ac-data-33.xml

IMPORT STATEMENTS GET REMOVED AFTER 30 DAYS

Past Imports

Upload file

Parse & validate

Save to database

Search indexing

Publish

The file did not validate. Write a 
useful error message for all 
cases and link to a related help 
article. 

No data has been imported.

Close
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20.2 Import 5



The finished screen, when auto-
publishing is *not* active. 

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

Import data into ArchivesCanada ? Help

File imported: ac-data-33.xml
View imported data

Import finished Jan 21 at 3:21pm

File imported: my-filename.cvs
The file did not validate. Write a useful error message for all cases and 
link to a related help article. No data has been imported.

Import failed Jan 20 at 1:00am

File imported: ac-data-33.xml
View imported data

Import finished Jan 4 at 3:21pm

Next»«Previous

Import started 22min ago
File: ac-data-33.xml

IMPORT STATEMENTS GET REMOVED AFTER 30 DAYS

Past Imports

Upload file

Parse & validate

Save to database

Search indexing

Import successfully completed.
Records are draft. 

View imported data and publish

Start a new import
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20.2 Import 6



    Ray Williston in flight gear
1940s by Williston, Ray Gillis

Northern BC Archives & Special Collections  〉Fonds 2000.13 - Ray Williston 
fonds Series  〉2000.22.12 - Photographs

This is the page the user sees 
when clicking on "View imported 
data" in the import screens.

It has a prominent Publish All 
Button, which publishes all 
imported records. The progress 
of the publishing is shown in a 
dialog (which appears only after 
hitting the publish all btn)

277 Imported Records
Art Gallery 

of Ontario (277)

CREATION DATES

4 Jan 1903 12 Dec 2003–

English (1,503)
français (2,322)
español (500)
Nederlands (1)

LANGUAGE

Abbotsford (4)
Agassiz (15)
Ainsworth (2)
Alaska (37)
Alberni Valley (46)
Albreda (1)
Aldergrove (6)
Alert Bay (1)

PLACES

Agriculture (140)
Arts and culture (365)
Buildings (131)

SUBJECTS

Vancouver School Board
William Blackmore
Franklin, Douglas  
Artropolis  
Rogatnick, Abraham, 
1923-2009
Rombout, Luke

NAMES

    Al Neil collection
The collection consists of audio and moving image recordings of 
performances by Al Neil and various musical ensembles that performed with 
him (Al Neil Trio, Al Neil Jazz Probe, Al Neil Quartet, and solo efforts). They 
include performances at the ...
1962 - 1994 by Neil, Al

    Artwork by children
Series contains artwork by children to celebrate the 60th Annual meeting of 
the BC Conference.
1985 by British Columbia Conference, Native Ministries

Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery

f/c

s

Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery  〉British Columbia Conference, Native Ministries fonds

    Photographs
Series consists of photographs relating to Ray Williston's life from childhood to 
recent times, air photographs of Prince George, photographs of Bangladesh, 
and a listing of photographs slated for use in Mr. Williston's biography 
"Forests, power and policy: the legacy of Ray Williston" written by Eileen 
Williston and Betty Keller.
1914 - 1997 by Williston, Ray Gillis

s

Northern BC Archives & Special Collections  〉Fonds 2000.13 - Ray Williston fonds

    Speeches - public life
File contains some of the speeches Mr. Williston gave during his "public life" 
and a speech given in 2001 which describes his first speech in the BC 
Legislative Assembly.
1914 - 1997 by Williston, Ray Gillis
Northern BC Archives & Special Collections  〉Fonds 2000.13 - Ray Williston fonds Series  〉
2000.13.10 - Speeches

f

    A Poetry Newsletter – Vancouver
This newsletter is comprised of various poems created by Canadian poets. 
The poetry newsletter is created as a feature in Vancouver Monthly. On the 
back of the newsletter, Gary Lee-Nova has drawn a small sketch with the 
heading “…..Sunday……Nova”.
1964-1965
Vancouver Art Gallery  〉Gary Lee-Nova fonds

Next»

100 ▾ RESULTS PER PAGE 

«Previous 1-100 of 1,503 ▾

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

Publish All

Publishing

Cancel
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20.4 Imported Records



Digital Objects



Following the Usability Testing and a UX analysis of how ICA-AtoM displays digital objects and their related descriptions, 
enhancements have been made to the UI.

This page shows how a digital object is presented as part of the archival description. Users can use the arrow buttons to 
browse to the next/previous digital object (if there are any)
Digital Object Metadata is hidden by default and can be revealed with the "show details" link



Admin View: If there is no digital object attached to an archival description, the archivist can upload a digital object. We 
reuse the same black area to emphasize where the new digital object will appear.

If the user wants to upload multiple digital objects as children of the current description, he can do so on the left in the 
tree:
UPLOAD button in tree starts the "Import Digital Objects" process. New descriptions will appear as children of the currently 
selected description. 
The "ADD" button creates a new description underneath the current one (same as the ADD NEW button in ICA-AtoM 1.2)

UPLOAD DIGITAL OBJECT



Once the archivist has selected to 
import a digital object they are 
provided with an enhanced UI. 

    Charles M. Defieux collection
ArchivesCanada  〉Institutions  〉Vancouver Maritime Museum Library

f/c

Vancouver 
Maritime 
Museum 
Archives

▶     11th Gun Battalion fonds

▶     Alan Austin fonds

▶     Charles M. Defieux collection

     ▶      First Narrows Bridge

     ▶      Miscellaneous

     ▶      Visitors to Vancouver 

▶     Barbara Ann Roberts fonds

▶     Barbara McKenzie fonds

▶     Belfry Theatre fonds

▶     Beryl Rowland fonds

 

EXPORT ▾ 

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

BrowseFonds/Collections

Expert view

f/c

s

f/cf/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

s

s

Upload a Digital Object to this description

Select File http://

Or add Digital Object(s) as children of this description
Select up to 100 image, text, video or audio files from your PC.

Attach

Select an image, text, video or audio file from your PC or enter its URL.

?Help

Or simply drop it here in 
Firefox, Chrome or Safari

or
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A2.8a Upload Digital Object within Description



Archivist's Interface

We will ensure that the uploaded 
items will be ordered correctly by 
alphabet, i.e. in the same order 
that the user intended. 

    Charles M. Defieux collection
ArchivesCanada  〉Institutions  〉Vancouver Maritime Museum Library

f/c

Vancouver 
Maritime 
Museum 
Archives

▶     11th Gun Battalion fonds

▶     Alan Austin fonds

▶     Charles M. Defieux collection

     ▶      First Narrows Bridge

     ▶      Miscellaneous

     ▶      Visitors to Vancouver 

▶     Barbara Ann Roberts fonds

▶     Barbara McKenzie fonds

▶     Belfry Theatre fonds

▶     Beryl Rowland fonds

 

EXPORT ▾ 

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

BrowseFonds/Collections

Expert view

f/c

s

f/cf/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

s

s

Or attach one Digital Object to this description

Add Digital Object(s) as children of this description

image ##

Select up to 100 image, text, video or audio files from your PC.

Set description title:

Item
File
Subseries

Series
Collection
Subfonds
Fonds

Children will be created as:

Select Files

Select an image, text, video or audio file from your PC or enter its URL.

?Help

?Variables

none

Or simply drop it here in 
Firefox, Chrome or Safari

Use filename as description title
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A2.8b Upload multiple Digital Objects



Archivist's Interface

    Charles M. Defieux collection
ArchivesCanada  〉Institutions  〉Vancouver Maritime Museum Library

f/c

Vancouver 
Maritime 
Museum 
Archives

▶     11th Gun Battalion fonds

▶     Alan Austin fonds

▶     Charles M. Defieux collection

     ▶      First Narrows Bridge

     ▶      Miscellaneous

     ▶      Visitors to Vancouver 

▶     Barbara Ann Roberts fonds

▶     Barbara McKenzie fonds

▶     Belfry Theatre fonds

▶     Beryl Rowland fonds

 

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

BrowseFonds/Collections

Expert view

f/c

s

f/cf/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

s

s

Add more digital objects with the same settings:

Select Files

Filename: mark_twain1902.jpeg

image 01

Filename: elephantman.bmp

image 03

Filename: flower.jpg

image 04

Filename: horsedrawn carriage.jpeg

image 02

10.4 MB of 57.5 MB 
(277 KB/sec)

Cancel

PROCESSING FILE

WAITING IN QUEUE

WAIT FOR UPLOAD TO COMPLETE
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A2.8b.1 Add digital objects 4



Archivist's Interface

    Charles M. Defieux collection
ArchivesCanada  〉Institutions  〉Vancouver Maritime Museum Library

f/c

Vancouver 
Maritime 
Museum 
Archives

▶     11th Gun Battalion fonds

▶     Alan Austin fonds

▶     Charles M. Defieux collection

     ▶      First Narrows Bridge

     ▶      Miscellaneous

     ▶      Visitors to Vancouver 

▶     Barbara Ann Roberts fonds

▶     Barbara McKenzie fonds

▶     Belfry Theatre fonds

▶     Beryl Rowland fonds

 

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search My List

BrowseFonds/Collections

Expert view

f/c

s

f/cf/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

s

s

Add more digital objects with the same settings:

Select Files

Filename: mark_twain1902.jpeg

image 01

Filename: elephantman.bmp

image 03

Filename: flower.jpg

image 04

Filename: horsedrawn carriage.jpeg

image 02

Save changes to identifiers

4 digital objects added as children of "Charles 
M. Defieux collection". You can change their 
order on the left-hand side.
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A2.8b.2 Add digital objects 5



Browsing



Clear contact details for the institution, location, opening times, etc.
Slight rearrangement of the items in the centre to focus more on relevant information up front.
Fonds browsing on the left
The cursor hand always shows how the user advances to the next page of this presentation.



Clearer treeview hierarchy
Access points on right
Clear link to institution and email link which simply opens the user's email client with the url of the current page and the 
archivist's email address pre-populated. 



Data shown in centre is purely for illustration and is not meant to reflect actual content at this stage in the design process.



Same screen as earlier. Showing a digital object at item level



We worked hard to make the tree on the left more usable than the current implementation. 
The main issue are the long archival description titles which currently wrap in 3-4 lines and make the tree unreadable.
Our solution: when the user rolls over the tree with the mouse, the tree expands towards the right side of the screen. 



The expanded tree shows the whole description title. 
When the user is logged in, he can grab the handles and rearrange the items
Details checkbox activates the expert view of the tree with more metadata showing
ADD button: adds new description here
UPLOAD: replaces the old Import Digital Objects



Physical Location is shown on the right now
Admin option bar is now top and bottom for easy access



Move button opens-up a UI to allow the user to select a new location for that archival description. Unlike the 1.2 version, 
this function no-longer sends the User to a new screen.
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