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The main idea of this page is to 
show the high-level architecture 
of the Archives Canada portal and 
the discovery path available to 
Users. 

By dividing the page into Archives 
Canada and a single Institution, 
one can understand how a User 
can search and browse different a 
large body of information, then 
pick different entry points that 
filter the selection until the User 
arrives at holdings in a specific 
institution. 2 / 16

Sitemap / Mental Model of Site



All icons here are just 
placeholders and *not* final icons. 
They merely indicate where icons 
would be a useful addition to the 
user interface. 

Topics & Subjects

Institutions

People and Organizations

Places

Media Types

Newest additions

f/c

s
f

Fonds/Collection
Series / Sub-Series / Sub-Fonds / etc

File
Item

Note: In the end, there will be 
icons for every hierarchical level. 
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Iconography



Short introduction to the who, 
what and why of Archives 
Canada. Header bar is consistent 
with all other pages. 

Whether the Browse section is 
laid out as a list with icons or in a 
different way can be determined 
later.   

ArchivesCanada: 
The Gateway to 
Canada's Past
This is the national 
database with 811 archival 
repositories across the 
country and 7.4 million 
records. You can access 
these holdings, such as 
documentary records, 
maps, photographs, sound 
recordings, videos and 
much more.

Featured Item

A treasure from deep within the 
holdings. Curated by the 

ArchivesCanada team every 
day/week using the Qubit 

staticPage component

Description of the item with 
link. 

Browse 811 Institutions

Topics & Subjects

Institutions

People and Organizations

Places

Media Types

Newest additions

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search

Some other logos of 
sponsors, etc. Footer links that legally have to be here

Popular this week
1. Jimmy Jameson
2. Emilia Erhardt
3. Agriculture
4. Photo 7873 - Olympics
5. some data element
6. Jimmy Jameson
7. Emilia Erhardt
8. Agriculture
9. Photo 7873 - Olympics
10. some data element
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1.0 Homepage



Vancouver 
Maritime 
Museum 
Archives

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search

ANY PAGE WITHIN AN INSTITUTION

When user clicks into the search 
field while on a page within an 
institution, then this layer 
appears. 

It makes it very clear what the 
search realm is that the user is 
searching within and allows him 
to change the search realm.

Advanced Search

Community Archives of BC
SEARCHING WITHIN

All of ArchivesCanada

|
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1.1.1 Search Realm



ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search

6.0 Media Types

For 6.0 Media Types page, there 
is a special search realm, which 
allows users to simply limit a 
search to digital objects. 

Advanced Search

Media Types

SEARCHING WITHIN

All of ArchivesCanada

Image

|

Text

Video

Audio
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1.1.3 Search Realm 3



ANY PAGE

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search

When the user starts typing, 
suggestions start to appear. 
Suggestions are *not* content (i.e. 
results) but entry-points into 
content. The idea is that it is 
preferable to know what type of 
entity the user is searching for 
instead of just showing content 
that matches the search string. 

For example, if the user starts 
typing "Com" because he wants 
to find something in the Jewish 
Community Archives, he will 
always have an easier time finding 
the content he wants by selecting 
the institution from the 
suggestions and then searching 
or browsing within that institution 
for whatever it is he wants. The 
alternative would be to hit ENTER 
and get to the 1.3 Search Results 
page, which will allow vast 
amounts of filtering, but does not 
know what the user actually 
meant with his search term. 

And it should be established that 
Search only finds "Content", i.e. 
Fonds, any hierarchy elements 
below fonds, items, and digital 
objects. If the user wants to 
search for institutions or subjects, 
he may draw a blank on the 
search results, *but* he will find 
exactly those items in the search 
suggestions. 

On commercial sites, it is a good 
practice to anonymously record 
the entered search terms and 
provide a weekly / monthly report 
of the most popular search terms. 
This allows fine-tuning of the 
search results, facets, 
suggestions, etc. in future 
releases. 

"Show All Institutions" link goes to 
2.0.1. And same respective for all 
other "show all" links. Only the 
first 3 of each entry point are 
shown here. If there are more, a 
show all link is shown. 

Advanced Search
Communications

Community Life

Community Archives of BC

Nemetz Jewish Community Archives

Community Archives of Ontario
show all institutions

ACME Communications Inc. 

Commodore J. T. Kirk (1822 - 1901)

Comté D'Arcy (1955 –)
show all actors & organisations

Comox, BC

Com|
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1.2 Search Suggestions



    Ray Williston in flight gear
1940s by Williston, Ray Gillis

Northern BC Archives & Special Collections  〉Fonds 2000.13 - Ray Williston 
fonds Series  〉2000.22.12 - Photographs

This page is still work in progress 
- there are many ways to lay out 
the facets and the results. At this 
stage, we want to establish the 
principles of faceted search, not 
the exact layout of the modules.

As shown in the sitemap, the 
institutions have a special place in 
the whole framework, i promoted 
the institution-facet to the top 
row. Institutions are sorted by 
number of results in them. 

We would like to very clearly 
distinguish results in different 
hierarchical levels: fonds, series/
file/etc and items. The 
background colours and icons 
are crude ways in the wireframes 
to do this, we will explore other 
ways later. It should be 
immediately clear what an item is. 

Currently, search results are too 
long and hard to read. We 
envision a simpler style of 
displaying them as shown here 
(i.e. removing the reference code). 

A breadcrumb on each item may 
be a nice way of showing what 
repository each result belongs to 
and where it fits in the hierarchy. 

Pagination: I would set the default 
to 50 results, as paginating 
results is always a hassle and 
confuses people. 

I recommend a large "Next" 
button in the pagination. Being 
able to click on page 15 of the 
results directly is not as important 
as having a large NEXT. 

1,503 Search Results

MEDIA TYPES

12 other 
institutions ▾

Brock University 
Archives (470)

Art Gallery of 
Ontario (500)

Bruce County 
Archives (221)

All 
Institutions

CREATION DATES

1903 2007–

English (1,503)
français (2,322)
español (500)
Nederlands (1)

LANGUAGE

Abbotsford (4)
Agassiz (15)
Ainsworth (2)
Alaska (37)
Alberni Valley (46)
Albreda (1)
Aldergrove (6)
Alert Bay (1)

PLACES

Agriculture (140)
Arts and culture (365)
Buildings (131)
Business (231)
Children and youth (75)
Communications (87)
Community life (318)
Cultural groups (85)
Education (498)
Environment (81)

SUBJECTS

Vancouver School Board
William Blackmore
Franklin, Douglas  
Artropolis  
Rogatnick, Abraham, 
1923-2009
Rombout, Luke

NAMES

Burlington Historical 
Society (12)

    Al Neil collection
The collection consists of audio and moving image recordings of 
performances by Al Neil and various musical ensembles that performed with 
him (Al Neil Trio, Al Neil Jazz Probe, Al Neil Quartet, and solo efforts). They 
include performances at the ...
1962 - 1994 by Neil, Al

    Artwork by children
Series contains artwork by children to celebrate the 60th Annual meeting of 
the BC Conference.
1985 by British Columbia Conference, Native Ministries

Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery

f/c

s

Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery  〉British Columbia Conference, Native Ministries fonds

    Photographs
Series consists of photographs relating to Ray Williston's life from childhood to 
recent times, air photographs of Prince George, photographs of Bangladesh, 
and a listing of photographs slated for use in Mr. Williston's biography 
"Forests, power and policy: the legacy of Ray Williston" written by Eileen 
Williston and Betty Keller.
1914 - 1997 by Williston, Ray Gillis

s

Northern BC Archives & Special Collections  〉Fonds 2000.13 - Ray Williston fonds

    Speeches - public life
File contains some of the speeches Mr. Williston gave during his "public life" 
and a speech given in 2001 which describes his first speech in the BC 
Legislative Assembly.
1914 - 1997 by Williston, Ray Gillis
Northern BC Archives & Special Collections  〉Fonds 2000.13 - Ray Williston fonds Series  〉
2000.13.10 - Speeches

f

    A Poetry Newsletter – Vancouver
This newsletter is comprised of various poems created by Canadian poets. 
The poetry newsletter is created as a feature in Vancouver Monthly. On the 
back of the newsletter, Gary Lee-Nova has drawn a small sketch with the 
heading “…..Sunday……Nova”.
1964-1965
Vancouver Art Gallery  〉Gary Lee-Nova fonds

Next»

100 ▾ RESULTS PER PAGE 

«Previous 1-100 of 1,503 ▾

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

SearchSearchterm

Video (470) Audio (221)

Text (470) Image (221)
Any
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1.3 Search Results



User gets to this page from the 
homepage. It allows him to 
browse all archival institutions / 
repositories. 

At the top, we included a line of 
descriptive intro, which is meant 
for the casual visitor or amateur 
researcher as a little bit of help.

The page lists all archives 
(paginated), order tbd. 

It's unclear how we represent 
each archive. Logo? Not all 
archives will have logos, and 
many won't scale well (see 
Victoria University).  A 
combination is possible where on 
hover with the mouse, the logo is 
replaced with the text so that an 
ambiguous logo such as the AGO 
is clarified. 

I want to establish a clear visual 
ID for archives as they are the key 
entity of the system, as you will 
see in the following screens.

Users can use facets on left to 
filter the list of archives. 

The "Find an archive" button may 
not be necessary in the end … i 
wanted to give a way to search 
for an archive name

811 Institutions

Government (44)
Religious Organization (4)
University/College (122)
Business (233)
Museum (112)
Historical Society (1)

ARCHIVE TYPE

Institutions are the custodians of our nation's heritage. Paragraph to explain the term concept more ▾ 

Next»

100 ▾ RESULTS PER PAGE 

«Previous 1-100 of 1,503

Victoria 
University 
Library

Desoronto 
Archives

Canadian 
National 
Exhibition 
Archives

Trinity College 
Archives

Archives of 
Ontario

City of 
Thunder Bay 
Archives

Canadiana 
Department, 
North York 
Central Library

Art Gallery of 
Ontario

Centre for 
Addiction and 
Mental Health, 
Archives

Find an archive

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search

Ontario (140)
Alberta (365)
British Columbia (131)
PEI (231)

PROVINCE

Show institutions on map
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2.0 Institutions



This is the search results page the 
user would get to if he selects 
"Show all institutions" in the 
search suggestions (1.1.2). It is 
equivalent to using the search 
modifyer "institution:". 

This page also shows nicely how 
the facets on the left react to the 
content on the right. 

"Show All" button shows the 
normal institutions page (2.0)

6 Institutions

Government (5)
Religious Organization (1)

ARCHIVE TYPE

Institutions are the custodians of our nation's heritage. Paragraph to explain the term concept more ▾ 

MEDIA TYPES
Text 
(470)

Image 
(221)

Video 
(12)Any

Communications (87)
Community life (318)

SUBJECTS

LANGUAGE ▾

Community 
Archives of BC

Nemetz 
Jewish 
Community 
Archives

Community 
Archives of 
Ontario

Communist 
Archives

Commander 
Thinley 
Archives

Comox City 
Archives

Show all 811 institutions

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search

Ontario (2)
Alberta (3)
British Columbia (1)

PROVINCE

intitution:com
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2.0.1 Institutions: from Search



This is the page where the 
institution itself is described. It 
also shows the framework of how 
the user explores archival 
descriptions within any institution:
- clear logo area top left to 
provide orientation
- putting the tree left and giving it 
enough space to act as the main 
nav through the institution's 
holdings. The idea is: Everything 
is super hierarchical. It would be 
foolish to not give the user a very 
strong tool to a) understand and 
b) use this hierarchy. 
- The tree is scrollable which 
gives it more space and allows us 
to progressively load more of the 
tree, as the user scrolls down, 
thereby limiting initial page load.
- "Browse" and "Search" are 
offered as alternative ways to 
browse the institutions holdings

The content on the right is 
upgraded with:
- breadcrumb
- maybe map of the institute 
location and big and easy contact 
links

Related content at the bottom (or 
on right)

Environment
Science and Tech

RELATED SUBJECTS

Austin, Alan (Creator)
Adams, Robert (Subject)
Victoria Phenology Project 
(Subject)
Seaweed Inventory Project 
(Subject)

RELATED PEOPLE

Vancouver 
Maritime 
Museum 
Archives

 Vancouver
North Vancouver

RELATED PLACES

EXPORT ▾ 

Vancouver Maritime Museum Library
ArchivesCanada  〉Archives

BrowseFonds/Collections

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search

EXISTING CONTENT

NEEDS SOME REDESIGN

Expert view

▶     11th Gun Battalion fonds

▶     Alan Austin fonds

▶     Charles M. Defieux collection

▶     Barbara Ann Roberts fonds

▶     Barbara McKenzie fonds

▶     Belfry Theatre fonds

▶     Beryl Rowland fonds

f/c

f/cf/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c
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2.1a Institution



When in Browse mode, the user 
can use facets to narrow down 
content in different ways than the 
archive's hierarchy. 

Vancouver 
Maritime 
Museum 
Archives

 

EXPORT ▾ 

Browse all content of
Vancouver Maritime Museum Library 

by using the filters on the left

BrowseFonds/Collections

Fonds/Collections (7) 
Series (500)
Files (12)
Items (234)

CONTENTS

MEDIA TYPES
Text 
(470)

Image 
(221)

Video 
(12)Any

Agriculture (140)
Arts and culture (365)
Buildings (131)
Business (231)
Children and youth (75)
Communications (87)
Community life (318)
Cultural groups (85)
Education (498)
Environment (81)

SUBJECTS

CREATION DATES ▾
LANGUAGE ▾
PLACES ▾
NAMES ▾

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search
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2.1b Institution



When exploring the hierarchy 
levels, the user always sees 
where he is in the tree on the left 
and the item itself on the right. 

Breadcrumb helps the user to 
orientate himself

Help link to explain archivist 
terminology such as "Fonds"

    Charles M. Defieux collection
ArchivesCanada  〉Institutions  〉Vancouver Maritime Museum Library

f/c

Vancouver 
Maritime 
Museum 
Archives

▶     11th Gun Battalion fonds

▶     Alan Austin fonds

▶     Charles M. Defieux collection

     ▶      First Narrows Bridge
     ▶      Miscellaneous
     ▶      Visitors to Vancouver 
▶     Barbara Ann Roberts fonds

▶     Barbara McKenzie fonds

▶     Belfry Theatre fonds

▶     Beryl Rowland fonds

 

EXPORT ▾ 

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search

BrowseFonds/Collections

Environment
Science and Tech

RELATED SUBJECTS

Austin, Alan (Creator)
Adams, Robert (Subject)
Victoria Phenology Project 
(Subject)
Seaweed Inventory Project 
(Subject)

RELATED PEOPLE

Vancouver
North Vancouver

RELATED PLACES

? Archivist terms explained

Expert view

f/c

s

f/cf/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

s

s
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2.2a Fonds/Collection 2



Expert view shows more 
metadata in the tree view. Also 
possible to have a layer 
onmouseover to provide 
additional info, if necessary. 

TBD: what are the key things to 
display here for expert users?    Charles M. Defieux collection

ArchivesCanada  〉Institutions  〉Vancouver Maritime Museum Library

f/c

Vancouver 
Maritime 
Museum 
Archives

 

EXPORT ▾ 

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search

BrowseFonds/Collections

Environment
Science and Tech

RELATED SUBJECTS

Austin, Alan (Creator)
Adams, Robert (Subject)
Victoria Phenology Project 
(Subject)
Seaweed Inventory Project 
(Subject)

RELATED PEOPLE

Vancouver
North Vancouver

RELATED PLACES

? Archivist terms explained

Expert view

▶     11th Gun Battalion fonds

▶     Alan Austin fonds

▶     Charles M. Defieux collection

     ▶      Subfonds DIR001 - First 

Narrows Bridge

     ▶      Subfonds DIR002 - 

Miscellaneous

     ▶      Subfonds DIR003 - Visitors to 

Vancouver 

▶     Barbara Ann Roberts fonds

▶     Barbara McKenzie fonds

▶     Belfry Theatre fonds

▶     Beryl Rowland fonds

f/c

s

f/cf/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

f/c

s

s
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2.2b Fonds/Collection 3



This is the page the user sees 
when using the Media Types entry 
point on the homepage. 

On hover over any thumbnail, a 
layer would appear with some 
meta data about the digital 
object. 

Media Types
Some Institutions have digitized parts of their collections so you can browse them here.  more ▾ 

Next»

100 ▾ RESULTS PER PAGE 

«Previous 1-100 of 1,503

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search

Video (470)Image 
(500)

Audio
 (221)

All 
Media Types

CREATION DATES

1903 2003–

English (1,503)
français (2,322)
español (500)
Nederlands (1)
português (1)

LANGUAGE

Abbotsford (4)
Agassiz (15)
Ainsworth (2)
Alaska (37)
Alberni Valley (46)
Albreda (1)
Aldergrove (6)
Alert Bay (1)

PLACES

Agriculture (140)
Arts and culture (365)
Buildings (131)
Business (231)
Children and youth (75)
Communications (87)
Community life (318)
Cultural groups (85)
Education (498)
Environment (81)

SUBJECTS

Vancouver School Board
William Blackmore
Franklin, Douglas  
Artropolis  
Rogatnick, Abraham, 
1923-2009
Rombout, Luke
Dale, William S.
Affleck, Edward L.

NAMES

Texts 
(470)

Title of the 
sound file
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6.0 Media Types



Newest updates.

I expanded this a bit from the 
current functionality by 
segregating newly added 
institutions, new/updated 
descriptions and digital objects. Newest Updates

New institutions and content are constantly added to ArchivesCanada. Explore them here.  more ▾ 

Next»

100 ▾ RESULTS PER PAGE 

«Previous 1-100 of 1,503

ArchivesCanada 
Logo

Advanced Search

Language ▾ Quick Links ▾ Login ▾Add ▾ Manage ▾ Import ▾ Admin ▾

Search

    Ray Williston in flight gear
1940s by Williston, Ray Gillis

Northern BC Archives & Special Collections  〉Fonds 2000.13 - Ray Williston 
fonds Series  〉2000.22.12 - Photographs

12 other 
institutions ▾

Brock University 
Archives (470)

Art Gallery of 
Ontario (500)

Bruce County 
Archives (221)

All 
Institutions

CREATION DATES

1903 2007–

English (1,503)
français (2,322)
español (500)
Nederlands (1)

LANGUAGE

PLACES ▾ 

Agriculture (140)
Arts and culture (365)
Buildings (131)
Business (231)
Children and youth (75)
Communications (87)
Community life (318)
Cultural groups (85)
Education (498)
Environment (81)

SUBJECTS

NAMES ▾ 

Burlington Historical 
Society (12)

    Al Neil collection
The collection consists of audio and moving image recordings of 
performances by Al Neil and various musical ensembles that performed with 
him (Al Neil Trio, Al Neil Jazz Probe, Al Neil Quartet, and solo efforts). They 
include performances at the ...
1962 - 1994 by Neil, Al

    Artwork by children
Series contains artwork by children to celebrate the 60th Annual meeting of 
the BC Conference.
1985 by British Columbia Conference, Native Ministries

Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery

f/c

s

Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery  〉British Columbia Conference, Native Ministries fonds

    Photographs
Series consists of photographs relating to Ray Williston's life from childhood to 
recent times, air photographs of Prince George, photographs of Bangladesh, 
and a listing of photographs slated for use in Mr. Williston's biography 
"Forests, power and policy: the legacy of Ray Williston" written by Eileen 
Williston and Betty Keller.
1914 - 1997 by Williston, Ray Gillis

s

Northern BC Archives & Special Collections  〉Fonds 2000.13 - Ray Williston fonds

    Speeches - public life
File contains some of the speeches Mr. Williston gave during his "public life" 
and a speech given in 2001 which describes his first speech in the BC 
Legislative Assembly.
1914 - 1997 by Williston, Ray Gillis
Northern BC Archives & Special Collections  〉Fonds 2000.13 - Ray Williston fonds Series  〉
2000.13.10 - Speeches

f

MEDIA TYPES

Video (470) Audio (221)

Text (470) Image (221)
Any

Today (200)
Yesterday (0)
Fri, Jan 20 (55)
Thu, Jan 19 (2)

Updated / Added
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7.0 Latest Updates
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