
Access to Memory
A flexible open-source application 

for standards-based description and access



MEET AtoM 
(hello world!)



What is AtoM?
AtoM stands for 

Access to Memory
It is a web-based, open 
source application for 

standards-based archival 
description and access in a 

multilingual, multi-repository 
environment.



Web-based: 
platform independent

Browser-based user interface. 
• Anyone with access to a browser (e.g., Chrome, 

Internet Explorer, Firefox, Safari etc.) has access to 
all the features and functionality of the AtoM 
application.

Platform independent application. 
• The application runs on a web server that can be 

installed and run on many platforms. 



Open source: 
free as in freedom 

AtoM is built with open source tools 
(NGINX, MySQL, Symfony, 
Elasticsearch), rather than 
proprietary (i.e., closed-source).
The underlying software code of 
AtoM is open source. 

Free to use
Free to modify
Free to share



Open source: 
free as in freedom 

Documentation is freely available
Public User Forum for troubleshooting 
and community-building

Wiki with community resources, 
example users, etc.

YouTube video tutorials and webinar 
recordings



Standards-based description 
User-friendly content standard edit templates

Templates:   ISAD(G), DACS, RAD, DC, MODS, ISAAR-CPF, ISDIAH, ISDF



Multi-lingual support
Translate 

Content and user interface elements



Multi-repository support 
per-institution theming

Upload logos and banners, change 
background colors via user interface



Archivematica integration
DIP upload to AtoM 

Maintain link between Archivematica 
AIP and uploaded DIP objects in AtoM
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AtoM 2.4
• Full bulk import / export via the user 

interface
• Search index improvements
• Authority records and repositories on 

the Clipboard
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Development Philosophy
Community-based development Bounty model of business

• Standards-based
• Open source / Creative Commons
• Multilingual support
• Generalize specific use cases
• Include all features in public 

release
• Iterative development via multiple 

contributions over subsequent 
releases

• Maintain: documentation, 
software, wiki, 

• Produce additional resources (e.g. 
videos, presentations, webinars)

• Participate in user forum
• Offer additional paid services
• Always include development in 

public project



Because the code is open to 
inspection, any member of 
the community can fix 
problems, or develop new 
features and contribute code 
back. For any given problem, 
the community can 
troubleshoot it together.

We        pull requests!
Development Philosophy

https://wiki.accesstomemory.org/Development#Development_resources

https://wiki.accesstomemory.org/Development#Development_resources


QUESTIONS?

info@artefactual.com

Thanks!



RESOURCES
AtoM homepage: https://www.accesstomemory.org

AtoM demo: http://demo.accesstomemory.org

Roadmap: https://wiki.accesstomemory.org/Releases/Roadmap

Documentation: https://www.accesstomemory.org/docs/latest/

User forum: https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/ica-atom-users


